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Memorandum on Determination
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Migration and Refugee Assistance
Act of 1962, as Amended

May 4, 2006

Presidential Determination No. 2006-13

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Determination Pursuant to Section
2(c)(1) of the Migration and Refugee
Assistance Act of 1962, as Amended

Pursuant to section 2(c)(1) of the Migra-
tion and Refugee Assistance Act of 1962, as
amended, 22 U.S.C. 2601(c)(1), I hereby de-
termine that it is important to the national
interest that up to $28 million be made avail-
able from the U.S. Emergency Refugee and
Migration Assistance Fund to support unex-
pected urgent humanitarian needs related to
the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees’
new role to protect and assist Internally Dis-
placed Persons; refugee repatriation to Bu-
rundi and the Democratic Republic of
Congo; refugee feeding operations; and
drought relief affecting conflict areas of So-
malia. These funds may be used, as appro-
priate, to provide contributions to inter-
national, governmental, and non-govern-
mental organizations, and, as necessary, for
administrative expenses of the Bureau of
Population, Refugees, and Migration.

You are authorized and directed to inform
the appropriate committees of the Congress
of this determination and the obligation of
funds under this authority and to arrange for
the publication of this memorandum in the
Federal Register.

George W. Bush

Remarks at the American Jewish
Committee’s Centennial Dinner

May 4, 2006

[The President’s remarks are joined in
progress.]
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The President. ——I want to thank the
Members of Congress who are here. I appre-
ciate the members of the diplomatic corps
who have joined us today. I want to pay a
special tribute to a friend of mine from Texas
who has done a superb job as the Chairman
of the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Council, and
that’s Fred Zeidman.

My administration shares a strong commit-
ment with the AJC to make sure relations
between Israel and America remain strong.
We have so much in common. We're both
young countries born of struggle and sac-
rifice. We’re both founded by immigrants es-
caping religious persecution. We have both
established vibrant democracies built on the
rule of law and open markets. We're both
founded on certain basic beliefs, that God
watches over the affairs of men and that free-
dom is the Almighty God’s gift to every man
and woman on the face of this Earth. These
ties have made us natural allies, and these
ties will never be broken. America’s commit-
ment to Israel’s security is strong, enduring,
and unshakable.

I'm looking forward to my meeting with
Prime Minister Olmert in a couple of weeks.
And as he comes to America, I cannot help
but think about my friend Ariel Sharon. Ariel
Sharon is a friend who remains in our
thoughts and prayers. He is a man of courage
and a man of peace. And so tonight we pray
for his recovery; we rededicate ourselves to
the cause to which he devoted his life, the
peace and the security of Israel.

As you know, I'm a strong believer in de-
mocracy and free elections, but that does not
mean we have to support elected officials
who are not committed to peace. Hamas has
made it clear that they do not acknowledge
the right of Israel to exist, and I've made it
clear that so long as that’s their policy, we
will have no contact with the leaders of
Hamas. Democratically—leaders  cannot
have one foot in the camp of democracy and
one foot in the camp of terror. Hamas must
accept the demands of the international com-
munity to recognize Israel, disarm and reject
terrorism, and stop blocking the path to
peace.

Many of the AJC leaders who have come
to know me, understand how my thinking
was profoundly affected by the attacks on our



